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The Presidents Page

Ratt Report

Thanks to everyone who has been helping out with the rally. We made money this time and co
back to the cause. Looking forward to the next one.

Speaking of the rally, | will not be able to haul the stuff to the May 16th rally. My youngest son |
going in for back surgery and he has to be on bed rest for at least 6 to 8 weeks. | will need son
step up. Please contact me and let me know who can help out.

Thanks to everyone who went to the state meeting. Lots of good information, and a few things
worry me. We are still in the middle of the lawsuit and Doc is going to litigation in May. IF we lo
could mean the end of the organization. | have talked to Doc and he said that what he said at t
meeting is the worst scenario. He will call me as soon as he finds out more, so cross your finge

pray.

April 11th is the BIKERS C.A.R.E pinwheel run and we have been invited to set up at Crystal |
think it's also the April state meeting. | will be able to get to the event, but we need someone tc
meeting. Also June is state elections. We HAVE to have someone there or we lose our vote. C
or Roberta if you are interested.

That's all for now. Remember we need your help with the rally March 28th so PLEASE show u
safe and free. RATT



ABATE Freedom Chapter December"22019 Meeting

Ratt opened the meeting at 10:15 with Bob leading the Pledge
and Pat saying the prayer. Ratt then introduced James Terry
who is running for Sheriff. He answered questions for over a
half hour.

Ratt proceeded the meeting with:

SecretaryRoberta excused

Vice Pres. Website is up to date.

TreasurerDan excused

Sgt at ArmsBob stated he went to the State Meeting and found
it very informative

Newsletter Pat would like any help with motorcycle pics,

jokes articles etc.

Pr- Still needing someone

FacebookRoberta excused.

Membership Roberta excused

Products Terry said hats he ordered should be done this week.
Legislative Doc said at State Meeting we need funds and
talked of a State party. State Secretary would like all minutes
sent to her. Doc also said you may not use the Abate name in
any connection to a ride unless you have insurance. The next
State Meeting is in Tallahassee on Féb.The State safety
money and the vulnerable rider bills are working their way
through the process. Masterlink is being reorganized.

Old Business\ext year Brooksville Biker Rally will be held

on Saturdays from 1lam to 4pm.

New businessnone

Good ofthe OrderChr i st mas party at S
Meeting adjourned at 11:16

Submitted by Patrick Herbert4



January 2020 Freedom Chapter Minutes
PresidentRatt welcomed everyone to the meeting and
asked Roberta to introduce Gene Roberts of Spring hill
who was one of the 3 original founders of Abate which
was formed in Pinellas County in 1972. Gene tells how
he and his 2 buddies decided that they would have a
ride without helmets to protest the Florida helmet law.
In 1980 Abate was formed and became incorporated.
Gene became a life member in the Citrus county group
which is no longer in existence. Gene has requested to
transfer to Freedom Chapter. Our second guest were
members from Bikers We Care Pinwheel Ride that is
coming up on April 11.

The guest spoke about the ride and that their organiza-
tion is about fighting domestic violence towards chil-
dren. Flyers were handed out and will be available at
the Biker Rally. Ratt asked for volunteers to represent
our Chapter at the next State Meeting f&8hrOMonti-
cello. There were no volunteers but some members will
discuss it and let Ratt know before the deadline.
Vp-Ron discussed the new 131 cubic inch motorcycle
Harley just came out with. There was much discussion
of bike and its faults. Ron also mentioned that there
was a bikeday at Bayport Inn that afternoon.
SecretaryRoberta made a motion to accept Decembers
Minutes taken by Pat as Roberta was not at the Decem-
ber meeting. Motion was accepted by-Rpn and Ratt
stated the motion carried.

TreasurerDan was excused



MembershipRobert a st ated we have
members with 4 delinquent who have been emailed about re-
newing.

Pr/Commvacant

Newsletter Pat excused.

FacebookRoberta mentions that there are 642 likes on our
facebook page which is up 18 from December many posts are
getting high reactions, with lots of shares. Roberta also said
anyone can invite or join our page it is open to the public.
SafetyRalph excused

Products Terry brought the 15 hats he had made up to sell. A
check is being mailed for him.

Legislation Ratt mentioned how the legislation in the state is
going over gun laws but no helmet laws at this time.

Old businessRatt explains that the Brooksville Biker Rally is
being held on Saturday now and to look at the schedule as it
may be on different Saturdays each month. Roberta motioned
to have the chapter buy a picnic table for $175 at the Biker
Rally which is 24x6 feet promoting Freedom Chapter. There
were questions which Roberta could not answer, she will get
hold of Mike Defelice to get answers and the chapter will table
it for discussion at a later date. Ratt asked if Roberta got the
info she could email it so we could vote on it so we could pur-
chase it before the Biker Rally on Feb™15

New busines&/p Ron mentions the court date for a local biker
in our community Kevin Fair who was a hit and run victim in
October 2019. His court date is March"Hhd we would like

to have chapter support to be there for the hearing. Ratt is go-
ing to send out an email asking members if they would like to
ride to the Pasco Court house.

Good of the ordenothing

Sergeant at Arms Bob motioRed to adjourn the meeting at
11:31am seconded by Bear Ratt then adjourned the meeting.



February 2% 2020 Freedom Chapter of Abate Minutes
Meeting was called to order by by Ratt at 10:10 am and all
stood for the Pledge and prayer by Roberta.

President RatThanked everyone for helping at the February
Brooksville Rally. We have Gun raffle tickets for sale at $5
each. Bear picked them up at the state Meeting. We just re-
ceived our tax id number.

Vp RonNothing to report

Secretary Robert®lotion was made by Roberta to accept the
January minutes, Bob approved and Pat 2nd. Roberta told how
well we did at the Rally in February. Several products were
sold and $60 was made on the 50/50. Freedom donated $30 to
the Rally and Ron won the 50/50 and donated $20 to the Chap-
ter.

Treasurer Danexcused.

Membership Robertad11 members, we had one new member
from the Rally.

Pr/Commvacant

Website RonUp to date with 3 new flyers to be added today.
Facebook Robert@50 likes up 8 from last month. Rolling
thunder received 166 likes, wind chart post got 441 likes, Biker
Rally 2009 posts with Pic of Gene Roberts 209 likes.

Safety RalphStay safe.

Newsletter PaPat asked members to email him content for the
newsletter. Ratt and Roberta will email him articles and min-
utes.

Products TernNew price list from the State was given to

Terry. We now have the new hats available for $15.

Legislative Ratt read the notes Bear took at the State Meeting.
Seminole Chapter is closing. We are pushing the bill for vul-
nerable users act. Get in touch with your Representative to
Continued next pa@ge



support it. The state products will be coming out with a
20" anniversary patch and coin which will have to be pre-
ordered. Lake county Abate will be running the camp-
ground for the Leesburg Bike fest April234" and 2%".

April 11" will be the state Meeting in Naples we need a
volunteer. The Pinwheel ride in Citrus County ending at
the Harley dealer, is that date also which we were invited
to setup at. June I'®tate Meeting is in St. Augustine We
will need 2 members to attend as delegates to vote. The
Lawsuit is going to arbitration in Palm Beach, Doc will
attend these hearings. Doc stated if we lose we will be out
of business. Abate was asked to support the anti profiling
bill but we feel this is not a priority for Abate as only a
few have been profiled.

Old BusinessThe Pinwheel ride is April flwe will

setup between 11:00 and 11:30 at Crystal River Harley.
The motion that Roberta requested at the January Meeting
to buy a picnic table for $175. The questions brought up
were answered and Pat made the motion to buy a table to
donate to the Rally. Bob seconded it and all were in favor
which is a form of advertising for the Chapter as well as
sponsorship.

New BusinessRoberta was given info about Bikers for
Boobies inc. Which has a run in September which we
were invited to setup at. Roberta will get hold of Diane
who is in charge of the event to get more info to the chap-
ter when it becomes available.

Good of the Ordemothing

Ratt motioned to end the meeting at 11:17 am, Téfty 2
and all were in favor.

Roberta Oldread

Freedom Chapter Secretalgy and Membership



FROM ALL WALKS OF LIFE

W

LOOK TWICE SAVE
WATCH FOR MOTORCYCLES

Motorcycle Safety Awareness Program Presented By:
ABATE of Florida, Inc.

www.abateflorida.com
P.O, Box 2520 » Deland, Florida 32721-2520 » (386) 943-9610

Donations o ABATE of Florida, Inc. ane nol ©2004 ABATE of Florida, Inc.
daductabie fof Fodoral incoms Thx purposes ABATE of Florida, Inc. dosd not condans dinking & diving

All Rights Reserved - Copyright 2006 - ABATE of Florida




Mot ormanés Ti ps, Tri Ridikgsvitha®asgsengérec hni ques

Sometimes what seems to me to be a very easy thing, others find to be the exact oppos
and thatdéds only because some people ove
simple.

|l 6m tal king about riding a motorcycle w
guestions | get on this subjedt.t 6 m goi ng to lay it out ric
ble.

Letds start with how t heThesnplesewaygldindissoh o u
the passenger to get on the bike fildte r e 6 s h o Whe passengar mdursts. from

the high side, while the bike is on the kickstaithe passenger puts their right foot on
the floorboard, swings the | eft | eg ove
seat. Then, simply scoots up onto the passenger Sea.rider mounts the same

way. Once both the rider and the passenger are seated on the bike, the passenger lean:
forward, close to the ridefThe rider then turns the handlebars full lock right, and

pushes the bike straight up and puts the kickstand up.

| use this method at my class as | often put students on their own bike and ride them
through an exercise to show them what the bike feels like as it leans through the
tuns.Most of these riders are men i n Thishei |
method works perfect for me, try it.

I also get a | ot of questions about wha
bike. Agai n, I 6 IWhensnaking tight, low speed turns, the passenger should
scoot up close to the ridel.his puts most of the weight in the center of the bike and
makes maneuvering much easi&his also works well on winding roads even at higher
speeds.

The passenger should NOT lean in the opposite direction of the tiderdé s al s o a
idea for the passenger to inform the rider if they must adjust their position on the
seat. (No sudden moves).

On the same subject for the rider, if you buy a new heavyweight touring bike like an HD

Ultra, you may be tempted to put the wife on the back and take her for a ride as soon as
you get home fromthe dealeR ON & T  Gai usédtto.the new bike on your

own. Pull into a parking lot and practice your low speed skills before allowing a passen-
ger on the bike Practice your braking, then swerving and leaning asdris for at

least an hour on your newride.f you canét do any of the

ting a passenger on the bike will only make things worse.

A little common sense goes a long wahilldext month, get out there and practice your
skills.

Jerry fAMotormano Palladino
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Abate & Freedom Chapter

Products
Chapter Patch........... $12.00
T-shirts & Tank tops (mens
and Womens)........... $20.00
Logo Stickers: Large...$5.00
Medium....$4.00
Small........ $2.00

X-small......$1.00

Visit the state website at

abateflorida.com or call Ratt 352-584-~
1278 for information or to pur-

chase a product.

Chapter Patch $12

Lower Rocker Patch $15

Upper Rocker Patch $15



PARTY IN THE

PASTURE

DOZ14 FOUNDATION & VFW POST 8713

MAY78&9 2020
LIVE MUSIC GAMPING

BIKE GAMES & SHOW

$20 FOR THE WEEKEND
27157 SOULT ROAD BROOKSVILLE
FOR MORE INFO CALL J.0. 352-540-5123

= 3 B B O




Need a reason to Ride!

Marker 48 2nd Wednesday 69pm
Brooksville Biker Rally

March 28th

April 18th

May 16th

14



CHILDREN GAN'T S]'OP ABUSE BUT TOGETHER WE CAN!

I, zuzn

ESCORTED RIDE BY CITRUS COUNTY SHERIFF' S DEPARTMENT

REGISTRATION: 9aAM - KSU 11:30AM
$15 PER RIDER - $10 PER PASSENGER

CITRUS COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE

1 DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. AVE.
INVERNESS FL 34450

PRE-REGISTER AT

WWW.BIKERS-CARE.ORG/PINWHEELRUN
FIRST 100 ONLINE REGISTRATIONS WILL RECEIVE A FREE EVENT T-SHIRT

LIVE MUSIC BY

PREERLR

* RIDE AFTER PARTY: 12:00PM - 4PM CRYSTAL HARLEY-DAVIDSON

* EVERYONE WELCOME - BRING THE KIDS!

¢ INDOOR "POKER RUN", 50/50 RAFFLE, FACE PAINTING, CARICATURE ARTIST, FOOD TRUCK
» SPECIAL APPEARANCE BY "BATMAN"

COMMUNITY ALLIANCE OF CITRUS COUNTY * CITRUS CASA * JESSIE'S PLACE * KID'S CENTRAL » FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

FOR MORE INFO CALL: GUARDDOG 813.909.3803 « WWW.BIKERS-CARE.ORG




ABATE of Florida,Inc.
PO Box 2520
Deland, FL 32721-2520
(386) 943-9610
www.abateflorida.com

Some of ABATE of Florida, Inc.’s Accomplishments

* On July 1, 2000, we had the 30 year old Florida Helmet law repealed; July 1, 2010 was our 10th
Anniversary of Freedom of Choice.

» We've become the 4th largest State Motorcycle Rights Organization (MRO) in the country (IN &
IL are 1&2, we regularly switch for 3rd & 4th with PA).

» We got the handlebar heights law modified.
» We successfully fought a bill that would forbid our children from riding on our bikes.

» We successfully fought the bill that would confiscate motorcycles for going 30MPH over the
speed limit.

+ We developed an effective MSAP program that has raised motorist’'s perceptions and awareness
of motorcycles, and have received funding from the State of FL totaling over $750,000 to promote
motorcycle safety and awareness.

+ We successfully fought the bill against vertical tags that had over $1,100 in fines for a first
offense.

+» Supported and fought for a texting-while-driving ban for the last few years.

+ Our2009-2010 Stiffer Penalties Bill made it through five of the FL House & Senate’s committees;
this is the farthest it has gone in the number of years we have tried. On the last day of session,
a committee member strenuously attempted to attach a revival of the helmet law to our Bill. To
avoid a new helmet law in Florida, we had to kill the Bill.

* We publish monthly Press Releases and/or Articles of Interest in many online & print publications,
including Florida Full Throttle.

* The President of ABATE of Florida, Inc. has been asked to be on and currently sits as a member
of The Motorcyclist Advisory Council (MAC) to the Federal Highway Administration in Washington,
D.C. The Secretary of the U.S. Dept. of Transportation may appoint a representative from only
two State MROs throughout the entire U.S.A. to be on this council.

* The President of ABATE of Florida, Inc. sits as the Chairman of the Board of Directors of the
National Collation of Motorcvclists (NCOM). NCOM has over 1000 member organizations.

www.abatese.org



Brooksville Biker Rally

How does ABATE ac@éomplish ités
ABATE OF FLORIDA INC is a norprofit grassroots political corpo-
ration composed of local chapters that have been organized by motor-
cyclists to promote a positive image through local, civic, charitable
and benevolent causes, pooling resources for the common benefit of
the members and promoting political awareness. ABATE exists to
monitor legislation and testifies in your behalf during Senate and
House hearings. ABATE collects, processes and exchanges informa-
tion that may concern you or substantiate our views and places it in
your hands through a newsletter or by other means of communication.
Who can Join ABATE and why?

Any individual 18 years or older interested in motorcycle rights, regardless

of race sex or club affiliation

To join ABATE ensures YOUR opinion on motorcycle laws will be hearg.

Membership Benefits

As a member of ABATE you may receive discounts on products such 4
Motorcycle parts and accessories (from participating Dealers)
ABATE runs, events and function

Motorcycle safety school for end%)rsements on your Florida license.
You also receive a State and Chapter newsletter.

A $4,000.00 Accidental Death and dismemberment Insurance Polig
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