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A Brotherhood Against Totalitarian Enactments 

 American Bikers Aiming Toward Education 

  
          General Meetings                                         

held the 4th Sunday of  the month  
10 am 

      American Legion  Post #186 
            12091  Cortez  Blvd.   

   

September–November 2019 
  State meeting Ocala December 14th 
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The Board & those who make our Chapter work 

President 

R. Ratt Hotchkiss 

352-584-1278 

ratt7x@yahoo.com 

 

Vice President 

Ron Payne 

352-293-6935 

ultrarondo@proton 

mail.com 

 

Secretary 

Roberta Oldread 

352-302-2487 

bertahdhug-

ger98@yahoo.com 

 

Treasurer 

Dan Reid 

352-601-6970 

wwfm2@earthlink-

.net 

 

Sgt. At Arms 

Robert Olsen 

352-848-4202 

Olsen6076@gmail 

 

 

 

 

 

Ass. Sgt.at Arms 

Ralph Monaco 

352-754-5152 

ralphmona-

co53@gmail.com 

 

Membership 
Roberta Oldread 

352-302-2487 

bertahug-

gerhd98@yahoo 

 

Pr/Communications 
Parker Myron 

harley1953pm@gmail 

352-277-2565 

 

Safety & Education 

Ralph Monaco 

352-754-5152 

ralphmonaco53@gmail 

 

Newsletter 

Pat Herbert 

352-848-4320 

pather-

bert1@yahoo.com 

Products 

Terry Rhinesmith 

trhine-

smith1270@gmail 

352-398-7548 

 

Webmaster 

Ron Payne 

352-293-6935 

ultrarondo@ 

protonmail.com 

 

Legislative 

Dan Reid 

352-601-6970 

wwfm2@earthlink.n

et 

 

Chaplain 

Buzz Boyd 

 

Road Captain 

 

 

Chapter Facebook– 

Freedom Chapter 

Abate 

DISCLAIMER—The “Basketcaseis the official publication of Freedom Chapter and 

accepts no responsibility for the comments in this publication. Donations made to 

Abate of Florida Inc. Freedom Chapter are Not deductible for Federal Income Tax 

purposes. Freedom Chapter does not condone drinking and driving. 
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The Presidents Page   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         Ratt Report (President Report) 

      Thanks to all of you who came to the meeting, and you who helped out at the Brooksville 
Bike Rally. We had a good turn out even with Boketoberfest going on at the same time. We got 
a few members and had some fun.  

         The next state meeting is in December, in Ocala. We will discuss going over as a group, 
and where to meet at our next chapter meeting. It will be nice to show up together and show 
them that Freedom chapter is still going strong.  

          A few meetings ago, Terry  (chapter products) showed us some hats we can get to sell. 
He has sent the board the prices and I think we should vote to see how many to get and what 
we want to sell them for. That's Terry for stepping up to help. We 

need more people to get involved. We are still looking for a PR person. If anyone is interested call, text 

or email me or Roberta.  

          This is your chapter. Without you it fails. That's all I have for now. See you at the bike rally and 

next month's meeting. After I am going to take a ride (weather permitting) to Sleepy hollow. That's 

right, I said ride. The FXR is up and running. So see you there.  

             That's all for now. Ride safe and free.          RATT  
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Freedom Chapter October 27th, 2019 Minutes 

Meeting called to order at 10:02 am All stood for Pledge and Roberta 

opened with prayer. 

Pres.- Ratt discussed the Feb. 2020 Rally in Talahassee. The State Meet-

ing will be the Sunday before the Rally. The next Sate Meeting will be in 

Ocala on December 14th 2019. Upcoming Polk County Toy Run in De-

cember. Ratt thanked everyone who came out to the Brooksville Biker 

Rally October 20th. 

Vp.- Ron staed he is feeling better after his heart procedure. 

Secretary Roberta- Motion to accept September minutes. Motion accepted 

by tom Hanselmar. Approved by all. 

Treasurer Dan- excused absence 

Sgt. At arms- Bob told that Easy Riders magazine is no more. Maybe a 

quarterly mag. 

Membership Roberta-We have 120 current members. New member Mi-

chelle Rhinesmith who signed up in October at the Panama City state 

Meeting. We had one transfer from the West Palm beach Chapter. Trans-

fer info change was given to David to submit to the State. Freedom Chap-

ter received an award for for highest growth in a chapter For March and 

also June of 2019. 

Pr/Comm-Vacant Ratt asked for any volunteers for this position. 

Newsletter- Pat asked for any submissions before Oct. 30th 

Website Ron –updated 

Facebook Roberta-We have 613 likes up 8 from last month.up 8 from last 

month.Page visits in last month 44. October 7th bike rally 66 likes,driver 

that killed 7, 123 likes, reminder for Brooksville biker Rally 509 likes, 

local swapmeet 50 likes. Pics from day of Rally 46 Likes. 

Safety Ralph- Be safe 

Products Terry- Ratt suggested ordering State products to pickup at De-

cember Meeting. 

Legislative Dan-excused absence. Ratt discussed the committee for vul-

nerable user bill. Safety Money owed to to Florida debate.  

Old business-Roberta mentioned that our Chapter was approached by 

biker Care Organization about the run coming up in 2020 they would like 

freedom Chapter to setup. Ron and Roberta discussed with the airport 

Flea Market about setting up ther but there is already a 50/50 

Cont’d on next page 
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drawing there. We will discuss this in the future about setting up a booth. 

Roberta asked if anyone took any pics at the Chidrens Burn Run. None were 

taken. 

New Business- Ratt discussed the upcoming changes to the Brooksville biker 

Rally committee. Mike DeFelice  wants to form a board and is looking for 

volunteers from the organizations who are helping at this time. Ratt dis-

cussed this with /doc no conflicts. Possibly moving Rally to Saturday in the 

future. More info fter meeting.Parker brought up upcoming benefit ride for 

Kevin fair at the Sail Inn on November 23rd.Donations and help appreciated . 

Ratt asked for ideas to fill up our table since we cant get much free stuff from 

the State due to the funds being tied up. 

Good of the order- Ratt announced his bike is up and running after last years 

bike wreck. He promised he would be riding to December bState Meeting. 

Ratt motioned to adjourn at 10:56 am motion seconded by Bob Olsen all 

were in favor. 

Roberta Oldread 

Freedom Chapter of Abate 

Secretary/ Membership 

      Basketcase 
Annual  Advertising                            

Rates—- 

Full Page……..120 

1/2 Page……...$60 

1/4 Page……….40 

Business Card..$30 
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Freedom Chapter September 22nd Meeting minutes 

The Meeting was called to order by the Sargent at arms Bob at 10:03 

a.m. 

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance and prayer that Roberta gave. 

President- Ratt stated we need a volunteer for the State Meeting. Terry 

our products person volunteered. 

Vp- Ron discussed the love bug problem in Hernando County. Hope-

fully they will be gone soon. Remember to clean them off your paint 

and windshield. They are acid and will hurt your vehicle. 

Secretary Roberta- Motion to accept august minutes. Motion accepted 

by Bob (sergeant at arms and seconded by Pat. 

Treasurer Dan- excused absence. 

Sgt. At Arma Bob- We have more bikes showing up in florida as the 

snowbirds begin to flock back to the area. Be safe and be careful and 

know your surroundings. 

Membership Roberta-currently 123 members. Four expire the end of 

the month. September Brooksville biker Rally we got 3 new members 

and 2 renewals. 

Pr=currently vacant 

Newsletter- We need members to send in articles, pics, stories and 

items for sale for newsletter 

Website Ron-website has been updated with Tallahasse events coming 

up in 2020 

Safety Ralph- Ride safe 

Products Terry-He brought in a hat an banner to add to our inventory. 

Each item has our Logo and will be for sale at the upcoming biker 

rally. 

Legislative Dan-excused absence. Ratt discussed how the State is push-

ing new gun laws. 

Old Business-Childrens Burn Camp ride Oct. 5th. We will meet at the 

Sandtrap at 9 am to ride to Crystal Harley where the ride starts. 

New Business-Jim Ness a former chapter member passed away and 

Ratt suggested we get a name tag for him to go on our monument. 

Roberta volunteered to get the tag. A possible new Bike night at Clas-

sics on County Line rd. They want New Port Richey Harley involved. 

Ratt will check on this. Also possible 50/50 at the Airport Flea Market. 

Ron and Roberta will check on it. 

Cont’d 
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 Good of the order- Ratt thanked everyone for helping setup 

and man the freedom chapter tentand help with bike parkin-

gat the Brooksville bike Rally. 

Motion to adjourn the meeting at 11 am by President Ratt, 

terry accepted the motion, all were in favor. 

 

Rock on, Peace and happiness 

 Roberta 
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Freedom Chapters August 25th, 2019 Minutes 

Meeting started at10:02 with a pledge of allegiance and opeming prayer by Roberta 

President Ratt—need someone for the October 12th State meeting in Pensacola. Dan and 

Terry volunteered. Ratt apologized to everyone in the chapter for not getting back to them 

due to to moving, and remodeling his daughters house. 

Vp Ron There is a bike event at Bayport Inn from 2-6. Roberta and I will be going if any-

one would like to join us. 

Secretary Roberta-Motion to accept July minutes. Pat accepted the motion and Bob sec-

onded it. 

Treasurer Dan-The bank account holding its own at right about $700. I can possibly go to 

the State meeting in October. 

Sarg. At Arms Bob- Rolling Thunder will continue in DC through funding. 

Membership Roberta-currently we have 123 members in Freedom Chapter and for the 

month of August we have 2 renewals. 

PR Comm.-Vacant position 

Newsletter Pat-Bought 60 copies from Sir Speedy best price in town. Will continue to use 

them. Anyone can send in articles, stories jokes etc. 

Website Ron- Website is updated 

Facebook Roberta-602 likes to our Facebook page. 7 new likes and followers for the 

monthof august. Post reaches 237, 20 shares 58 engagements. Please anybody who has a 

Facebook page to share it, invite your friends to it. You can post anything motorcycle re-

lated. 

Safety Ralph-excused absence 

Products Terry-working on getting a few new items that we’ll  have next month for the 

chapter to review. 

Legislative Dan-get acquainted with your state reps. and senators. Aides also work with 

people to help them. Dan related an incident where he was fined $161.50 for throwing a 

cigarette out the window in Hernando County. 

Old business- we have the Burn Camp Run oct.5th. We will be meeting at the Sandtrap at 

9am  for the start at Crystal Harley. The chapter will setup a booth at the County Line tav-

ern if Ratt’s vehicle is running which contains all our products needed to setup at the event. 

New business-none 

Good of the order-Bob talked about his recent trip to Illinois and the Illinois Abate chap-

ter.Ratt talked about his new old house renovations that he is doing. He will not be avail-

able as he is going to  

Missouri for vacation. 

Ratt makes a motion to adjourn the meeting at 10:55am motion was seconded by Terry all 

were in favor. 

Rock on , Peace and Happiness 

Roberta 
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 Crash Bars 

Someone asked me recently what’s the first accessory I should buy for my bike.  I’d have to say 

it’s a good set of crash bars or highway bars, as some would call them.  These bars are designed to 

protect the motorcycle in a low speed (under 15 mph) tip over.  Since low speeds are where the 

great majority of tip overs occur, crash bars make a lot of sense. 

I’ve also personally witnessed instances where crash bars have limited damage to the bike and 

rider at speeds up to 30 mph where the rider over-braked the rear brake, low sided, and slid along 

the ground.  In that type of incident, crash bars can keep the bike from laying flat on its side on top 

of the rider’s leg.  These bars will also keep the rider from getting trapped under the bike in a 

parking lot tip-over and make it a lot easier to pick the bike up in that event. 

Every manufacturer of these bars however, includes a “disclaimer” with every set sold.  The dis-

claimer states they are not designed to protect the rider and should not be relied upon for that pur-

pose, in other words, the usual lawyer crap.  The reason for these disclaimers is mainly due to a 

lawsuit filed some years ago for some genius that slammed into a bus at 70 mph and suffered sev-

ers injuries even though his bike was equipped with crash bars.  The lawyer must have argued that 

a reasonable person should conclude that crash bars should prevent crashes and of course, any 

injury to the rider no matter how stupid he or she may be. 

In any event, I can tell you that you’re much better off with them than without them.  Generally, 

the wider the bar, the more they protect the bike in a tip-over and if you can, get the rear crash bars 

as well as fronts, all the better. 

The bars made by Harley which come standard with the Road King as well as the standard bars on 

the Kawasaki Nomad are among the best I’ve seen.  Both models can be dropped at parking lot 

speeds all day long with no damage to the bike.  This fact will come in handy when practicing 

your low speed maneuvers and should take away your fear of taking an MSF Experienced Rider 

course or my advanced Ride Like a Pro course that I offer in New Port Richey Florida and my 

other training locations across the USA.  If you wrap some heater hose and duct tape them around 

the bottom of the bars, you won’t even have to worry about scratching them. 

Along with Harley-Davidson and Kawasaki, there are many after-market companies manufactur-

ing crash bars for just about all cruisers.  Cobra, M/C and Lindby immediately come to mind.  All 

these company’s bars offer some degree of protection. 

Once you bolt a set of crash bars on your ride, it’s a good idea to gently lay the bike over onto the 

bars and check how well they will protect the bike.  Make sure you have someone help you with 

this test in case you can’t lift the bike up by yourself. 

Until next month, remember, keep your head and eyes up and look where you want to go, the bike 

will follow. For more information on my classes, DVDs, book, and downloads, 

www.ridelikeapro.com 

Motorman 

Copyright 2017 Jerry “Motorman Palladino 

http://www.ridelikeapro.com
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Carl ’ s motorcycle towing  Brooksville 

Cell 631-793-7444 home 352-616-0464 
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Need a reason to Ride! 
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How does ABATE accomplish it’s goals— 

ABATE OF FLORIDA INC is a non-profit grassroots political corpo-

ration composed of local chapters that have been organized by motor-

cyclists to promote a positive image through local, civic, charitable 

and benevolent causes, pooling resources for the common benefit of 

the members and promoting political awareness. ABATE exists to 

monitor legislation and testifies in your behalf during Senate and 

House hearings. ABATE collects, processes and exchanges informa-

tion that may concern you or substantiate our views and places it in 

your hands through a newsletter or by other means of communication. 

Who can Join ABATE and why? 

Any individual 18 years or older interested in motorcycle rights, regardless 

of race sex or club affiliations. It doesn’t matter what you ride or if you ride. 

To join ABATE ensures YOUR opinion on motorcycle laws will be heard. 

Membership Benefits 

As a member of ABATE you may receive discounts on products such as: 

1. Motorcycle parts and accessories (from participating Dealers) 

2. ABATE runs, events and functions. 

3. Motorcycle safety school for endorsements on your Florida license. 

4. You also receive a State and Chapter newsletter. 

5. A $4,000.00 Accidental Death and dismemberment Insurance Policy. 

 

Brooksville Biker Rally 
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The Goals & Purposes of ABATE—- 

 
To Print a newsletter to keep all bikers informed with regard to 

legislative actions and events around the State and Country— 

To become a powerful and viable political force in legislative mat-

ters concerning all motorcyclists rights— 

To provide a lobbyist to represent ABATE OF FLORIDA INC. on 

the State and national level— 

To promote voter registration and motivate members to write their 

legislators— 

To promote safe riding habits without infringing on individuals 

rights— 

To educate the public about motorcycle awareness— 
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Donald Trump 

president@whitehouse.gov 

1600 Pennsylvania Ave 

Washington D.C. 20500 

 

Ron Desantis (R) 

100 s. Monroe St. 

Tallahassee, Fl. 32399 

 

Rick Scott 

716 Hart Senate office Bldg. 

Washington D.C. 20510 

(202)-224-5274 

Rick Scott@senate.gov 

 

Marco Rubio ® 

B40a  Dirksen Senate Office Bldg. 

Washington D.C. 20510 

(202) 224-3041 

Rubio.senate.gov 

 

Daniel Webster (R) 

1210 Longworth House Office Bldg. 

Washington, D.C. 20515 

(202) 225-1002 

webster.house.gov 

 

Gus Bilirakis (R) 

2313 Rayburn Office Bldg. 

Washington, D.C. 20515-0909 

(202) 225-5755 

 

Travis Cumming® Dist. 18 

P.O. box 938 

Brooksville, Fl. 34609 

(352) 540-6074 

Simpson-wilton.web@flsenate.gov 

 

Our Elected 

Officials 
Ralph Massulio ® Dist. 34 

319 The Capitol 

402 S. Monroe St. 

Tallahassee, Fl. 32399 

(850) 717-5035 

 

Tom Leek Dist. 25 

422 The Capitol 

402 S Monroe St. 

Tallahassee, Fl. 32399 

(850) 717-5037 

 

Amber Mariono ® Dist. 36 

214 House Office Bldg. 

402 S Monroe St. 

Tallahassee, Fl. 32399 

 

Daniel Burgess Jr. ® Dist. 38 

420 The Capitol 

402 S Monroe St. 

Tallahassee, Fl. 32399 

(850) 717-5038 

 

Brad Drake ® Dist.5 

405 Tompkins St. 

Inverness, Fl. 34450 

(352) 860-5175 

 

Hernando County Commisioners 

20 North Main St., Room 460 

Brooksville, Fla. 34604 

(352) 754-4000 

 

Steve Champion 

schsmpionl@hernandocounty.us 

Jeff Holcomb 

jholcomb@hernandocounty.us 

John Mitten 

jmitten@hernandocounty.us 

John Allocco 

jallocco@hernandocounty.us 
Wayne Dukes Dist. 2 

wdukes@hernandocounty.us 

 


